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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatize focusing work for an 
electron optics system, relieve an operator from working load and 
greatly improve the throughput of work in inspecting 
semiconductors by adding a processor for images obtained from a 
scanning electron microscope. 

SOLUTION: The refraction factor of an object lens for a scanning 
electron microscope 1 1 is changed by a focusing part 12 for 
focusing and the preset number of images obtained from the 
scanning electron microscope 1 1 in sequence are accumulated in 
an image accumulating part 13. Then, the moving range of 
specimen images which exist in the images is calculated by a 
moving range calculating part 14. A focusing control part 16 judges 
whether an electron optics system must be focused or not in 
accordance with the moving rang of the specimen images and, if it 
must be focused, the optics system focusing part 15 focuses the 
electron optics system for the scanning electron microscope 1 1 in 
accordance with the moving range of the specimen images. 
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